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LESSOMNS IN RESIDENTIAL DESIGHN BY RUSSELL HAMLET

Locating bathroom devices and accessories

esidential Bathroomes are
busy places packed with
plumbing laxtores amd
Mumerous supporing de-
vices and accessories, With
these stems competing ber limited space,

a bthroom gquickly can become @ hodge
podge of clurter with hnle carcelation
between an item's location and the fune-
tion it serves, To simplity bachroom
lavemats, T Fellowr o Fewr rales to locate and
coordinate bathraom devices and aeces-
sories, | want o make elear visual sense
oof switches and outlets; increase the per-

ception of space; and create a combort-

able, open, and inviting feehing.,

Guidelines for locating devices

and accessaries

Cine of the frst considerations for locating
clievices and accesories s whether there are
any special needs. Will children be uang
the bathroom regularly? Will gueis use the
bathroom? The room's configuration also
will influence lecations, but an impartant
roales 0f thaeemks s ebeie devaces and sccessories
shoald be within azm's reach ol the sk
that they support Another constderanan s

The center of switches showd be

EBathroom
elements should

Allgn the tewal Bar with
Irdvizanral algasanls, angd
center it botwasn vertical

38 ir ta 4d in. aff tha flaished floor
(38 {n. to 48 dn, I tha switch & asar

the Blocking and backing required for
accessories. The rough framing often is
complete before all the devices and acoes-
waraes have Been selocteil, which mesins the
lewcarzons have w be anticapared. Use the
puidelines in che drawings as a starting
poine For lecatng devices and accessorics
typically Foand o hathroom,

Align switches and towel bars
with other room elemaents

[ e the fixewres, trimm, and hardweare as s
referenee woalign the switches and towel

bars, and o e these clements wgether visw

The rabo hook
is 70 in. off the

waork together

Tutlets and switchas
should b= aligned

clemonis whon possible. H‘\

Vi fazhed floor,
2 BinE O & vanily Lozl “ F

whanever passilile, |
prlace general ambient-
light switches adjacent
to the daar and task-
light switchas alther
ruzar the door or near
1 functions they

support. Ta limit the
number af wall plates,
canslider ganging
awitches and autlels

irt the same cavear
plate. Anather trick

is to arient sutlets
harizantally in a trim
brang ar betweesn othar
elements, and if you
use battery.operated
taathbrushas or razors,
recess an autlet insida
the medicing cabirne

far rechasging. Cne
aocessory | add to most
bathraams is a hotel "
shalf abave the toilet,
Guests will find the <half
a handy ploce far their
tailetrias, and it also
can be wsed to stone
cxkra sowels.

aver e toiled,
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& hatal shalf is 50 I,
fe &6 i, ff the Faiched i
fimor gnd i conlarad

!

The thermastat is
58 in. to &4 in. off
the finishad flaor

The canter of the autiet
ix 38 in. off the finishod
floar, and the owtled is
santerad botwena athar
FErEAL S,

faunt the teilet-paper belder
24 in. to 28 in, off the finished
flzar and betwoon 300n. and
42 in. fram the wall behing

the tader,
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allv. Minimize chatter and distzaction with

witllamnunted shelves, wathbrush holders, il | i | || | ! !

soap dishes, and cup holders to help clear .| —-—"——'———II— —‘J {

cluter off vanity tops, but seta limitae twe | J

or three wall-mounted elements o avaid | — f ~‘ —— | 1 G Sl e

overdoing it ] }! iy |
— T b e T | and 54 in. off | |

Guidelines for calor and finishas ""--P----_FL_ i [4F= hmf_“éggw !

Coordinating the device and cover-plate : |-'I shelve vk Illl

colers with the finish they are agaizst helps x . || h{:‘ :-,h-ill T;::au:e |I |

tor hlened shenn tnowarh the oo and 1o . ; II-I [ I'_'ua:{mu_*; I?e."r.h.': |

aviid visoal diseraction. Light-colored E :I __ll _j bardy yet out || III

dlevices showld go on light-colored walls, - |’ of the way.

anil dark-colored devices shonld goon

dark-colored walls T hke tooose GRS with

bripanel reset swatches that mach the cutler

eolor, T also oy to manch the meral fimish of

the plumbing fixtures ro the accessories, For

example, if the fxtures are polishal chrome,

1 speecify the toavels bars, hooks, e, w

miatch, Andd don’ I].lry.c[ the hathroom-

dlecr Bardware: It's a nice touch when the

hardware finish on the bathroom sde of the |

deer matches the rest of the room, !

Althewh there are many styles and
designs of accessorics w choose from, simple
and quality items are most often the best
choice, Highly decorative aceessozies 1end
tevedistract fromm the Grashes and add toa
clutterad I"l.'-.'|'i|.|j_'|. May down the accessones,
and the wle, paint coler, rrim, and ather
finishes shine, Spending a bitle extra maoney

\ The centrals s 42 in ol tha shawer
flaar Above the cantrals, tha shawer
head is 74 in, off the shower floor

Shower ergonomics

Evan if gra®s kars are not neadad for current users, consider installing
forr cqualiny dtems i well weorth the expense. thesm Ao Tor the future (they make great towel bars). IF you choose not
A g L * insd 1 ] lieking during construction so that grab

Yo Il b using thermn several times a dav, s ta install them now, p 'f?"'d"‘ b i -, ;
TR = b bizrs can be added casily later, Tao axcellent sgurces of infermatian
thev're worth the splurge. for lacating and maunting gra bars are ADA Standards for Accessible
Dragige e ada.gov) and “Installing Grab Bars” [FHE #1346, pp. 20-930
Russell Hamist is an architoct on Baindndge
Isiand, Wash, Orowings by the authon See
pp. 54-57 for examples af his work,

Towel bars

It always serms hard to
find anough towel-bar

space, bat some goad, e {1 -
oraalive Gpliong exisl, : tawnd hars Il towel bav
Ideally, you'll have reom I 34 im, Fir te d in.
far a 24-in.-lang towel | e 8 i, abawa any
ar, which is mare effec i off the | heelrancal
tive for towel-drying th'-"-_' | finisheod fand or

A shorier are Also, 1eeals 1 flass wainseoling,
lok better stretched out, | it il

Far hand towels, a ring ar 1 |

haak waorks well in licu of ey ]

A mar if SpasE Is Lrnited, : i 4 i

butin all cases, keap ) I

18 in. claar bulow for
hanging the hand towel,
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Swing-out toawel bars

Shower-doar-pull’
tawel-bar combination

Double towel bars
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