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Good transitions = -

nerances, hallways, aml aleoves

often are overlooked inoa home,

which iz unformunate, The pas-

sagne, o TRAnsiEieTy, ks any

spseee 1o howse determines how
the room will be cxperienced. Mo marter
how well planned the interior af a roam,
the: desagn wall fall flat iFche room's entry
Iiesae’t Boen consicleredd carefully.

In architeeture, rransitzons are organiza-
ticnal elements that help e define spaces
andd e contral the sequence of movement
through = bonse, Without teamsations,
the rescans in o hense iy lilensd 1.-.:-1'_¢_'l|'|r.'|'
and seemingly become one large space,

A boffer betwesn different realms, trmsi-
i provadde o place topose gl aljos
When we feel that there is something more
by the sighitlines, a small howse teels
mmsuch Bigger, Creating a hallweay or o Lo
ered cothong ata diveway separates spaces
o that they donT blesd mgethes. These
stratemies also create 3 human scale in larger
onses by heoniting the chings that we see
aned sense, preventing us from lecling

overwhelmed,

Creating a buffer

There shouled be o transition azy e

thers is a connectaon berween twao differem
activity areas inoa house, For instance, quict
areas suck as o home offiee, study, or library
necd tnsulation (rom more active areas,
Cne stratesy o accomplish this is o oreane
o transition space with thickened wealls and
alow coiling. By compressing the transi-
rion space, we have o squeers throgh i

b fore s are released ineo the larger space,
making it feel more open and grand. Frank
Lol W raght swas a master at this design
trick, whech takes advantags of the tact
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Display niche invites 2
pause Detdean fogms,

improve a room NG T

Thitkened wall

Seductive view

A transition space
formad by a compressed
passageway shows just
enough of the room

to arouse curiosity.

By carefully screening
the view of the ream,
this transition strategy P
pravents one rocm from
bleading into the nesxt,

i

Change in floor pattern
defines fransition. —— —

that our senses exaggerate the difference
Bzbween bty heigrhis,

Another important role for tramsitinns
15 1o sigmal the boundary berween public
and private spaces, Cne commaon necd far
el Eransitioe 05 a2t e threshold between a
E‘L:‘lllwil.:.- and a bedrmam. A well-desagnel
cransition here provides a cue and the space
tor shift from the home's public realm 1o the
pravacy ol the bedroom. T hike g ereate an
alcove by recessing the door 2 1 & i, and
lowering the cetling o 7 o, which promates
a Feehing of privacy and separation as people
rocve thrangh the cxrended thresheld
(drawing p. 128) By flanking the recessed
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entry with a closer, [donT lose any floar
space, and the closer helps to buffer sownd
Troam enstsaide thee Bodroom.

Defining space in an open plan
Chpen floor plans need transitions o spmiy
cilfiorent ares, U ol tle mnst comman
open floor plans is a combination living'
dimng area, bur the distnction between the
areas edben is only anmagined hine i the
Tsormecaw e s sl ."-'If.'sltli::ugf'.d LEansalions
peed definivion and distinet torm. Depend-
ing on whether vou are working with an
cxisling spaee, an additon, or new constroe-
vion, these reansitions can be accomplished
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by waing different flooring marerials, chang-
ing the arientation of Hoor coverimgs, ol
changing Heor levels as well as varving el

ing heighs and wsing bearms and half-walls. Bedraam
Contrasting the floor material anddor

creating a floor-pactern change marks a Lawerad
threshold and signifies a different space,
Witk mee construction, ineorparling @
Level change between the living and dining
arcas clearly defines cach space. The steps
function as a threshald from one space to
the ether, Be carcful vang only one step. [t

thea ful ing ol i
i 3 elamgzerous eripgang hasard unles the 1 Hall
e are dafferentia mmterials or ) |
Cwes suarlaoes |r|..|.|1IIL|:\-:||l| teed by materialz o Bedrars '
patterns. Alss, if there are more than owa l
steps (risersh, a handrail is reguired by code, Door | -
It 1= posstble to delimeate ditferent arcns recossed
M e kool bt 4 2 F & in

and sull keep an open feel i an existing
room by using wall andfor ceiling elemenrs Closets absorb

; sound from hallway.
8] :ﬁ'-r:t'l. [Fansitons in |:|.r_LE-'.' OpCn Spalos,
Addding a beam or soffic not only signafies a
thflerent space, but on o smaller seale, 1t also

SIS T Srgsn e G ek ol \'_'IZ.IIIIE:IIL'.\.‘-il.I:'I. i'l.I':lI.l

Closets help to
buffer the bedrooms
The transition fram halhaay
to bedroom should Indicate
the end of public space

in tha hause and the
keginning of private space.
Flacing a eloset alang

thae shared halleay wall
allows for a desp threshald
without wasting fleor
space inside the bedroom.
Lowering the ceiling in this
transition space makes the
badraom scem more opaen

and ainy,
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expansion berween the two A Changes in cailing ~—_
spaces, I the cethings are high Built-in o height signal diferent
bookease spaoas.

enough, you can drop the
ceiling heaght i cne area,
Half-walls, railings, shelves,
niches, columns, and built-in
bookeases al=s help t detine
sprce for 3 certain activity
while keeping apen sighihines

theough the Lirger oo, = = e

Even with an apen Soor i y gy “mj}#ﬁ :

A #‘,ﬁ“‘ ——_ i E A - '\--_\___ o

plan, transitions that define a Living area ; =" Living area \;-_;.,::m-
different i provide 3 wﬁ- -ms:m'u' i . == "™ Flgor glavation
sequenes of thsovery and transitlan. o change
enhance the experience of a horme, Inves- ' &= \k\_‘_ Change masarisl and patiam to
N in ransicons inproves the design of ; T =" highiight @ singie step.
heasse and is especially important in making
asmall house livelarge. Open floor plans need transitions, too

A.snlemnd.-gef;e.-m.iun :au-:hulec:. R;_@elr An imaginary line is all that divides the living and dining areas In many epen flasr

plans. Changes in flecring material or elevation are two metheds to define a
Hamiet (v studiohamlet.com) lives sna particular area within a larger space. Halfowalls, built-in storage, columns, beams,
warks on Bainbridgs island, Wash. Draw- and droppaed ceilings are additional methads of defining the living er dining space
i by the author while still keeping the open plan's sightlines and sense of space.
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