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LESSCONS IN RESIDENTIAL DESIGHN
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reating patterns of light and shadow, 4 pergela can

transtorm a space and stimulate the senses, These

versatile structures shape outdoor areas and define

bondaries, (See the proqect that beging on p42)

Depending on its design, a pergola can provide pri-
VALY OT 5UTVE 3% A0 il'l\-'ltil'lﬂ Cnery. s "'il'll:l'l-'l'l'l -\."ll.'k.'l'l-'l.'.“:ll'll."' Comimon
lescarion for a pergola, or arhor, is between the street and the frone
door of a house. Peegolas alse frequently are built as garden struc-
tures, and in these instances, they can seften a stk house wall and
lireak cowrn ats seale,

M peergeda anl s trellisweork are similar to o trees They become
lighter the higher they rise above the grovsdl. The posts are the
trunk of the structure and are rooted in the ground. As yvou look up,
the pergola™ hortzontal layers decrease in size from support beams
e pueeling b erelliswork tooa canopy of vines, reflecting the progres-

st froem lmmbs to branches 1o wigs b leaves,

Lock around the neighberhood to find design clues
tor your pergola

Pecavse a pergela’s success depends on the meerplay of the strocturs
and its surroundings, both narural and man-made, 1 look carefully
at the enviranment for inspiration, [stare by examining the imme-

diae Iocation for the pergola and expand outweard., s the siee Aac

or sloping? Rural or urban? Weaded or opes? A sloped sibe mighe

require a pergola tha steps down the incline, while a flar, open
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Pergolas make welcoming entries

An entry pargola marks the bagineing of the transition
from public space ta the privacy of the house. The scale
ard proportisas of the pergola come fram the entry porch
to relate the pergala to the house.

meadaw calls for a structiee ol med:
suppert flowerning vines,
Also ask yourself hew the house will influence the design. Look

st height with trelliswork o

for attractive characterstics from the howse that can be repeated in
the pergola. The shape of the Tront door or roof, window propor-
tions, muntn paterns., decortive trim, and siding patterns aml
colnrs aften influsnce my designs, Once vou've considered the
iwrvmiediate site, expand vour horizons: Does the neighborhood have
any ateeactive features that coan serve as design elements to connees
the structure o its surroundings?

Sometimes the design of the pergola is shaped by unattractve sie
clements. On g small, nghe o, the neighboring howses can draw
ith the pergola’s
Fuaie's

attention from the horizon. By framing o view w
posts and by incorporating a fenee to scecen the §
attached to the house next door, you can create a very different
backyard experience,

Check the local code redpuirements sothat you can Factor i their
limits and restrictions as you begin designing your pergola. [ the
prroect is near the edge of the properey, 1 verily the exace location of
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Proportions and personality are important

A prajecting ridge ard generous cantilevers give this pargala traalike
preportions that please the ey, Whimsical cutouts in Boeard ends and
anintegrated house number parsanalize the design,

the property line and discuss the project with the adyacent neighbaors

tor amanke suere o conflices exper

Find the right scale for an entry pergela

A pergola wot along the sideswalk in fram of the hessse announees,
“Welcome, enter here,” and acrs as a transition from the public
street i the privacy of vour properoy; ic's a place 1o pavse and adjus,
Hay Close attentiogn 1o E:-ru;:-c:-rl:'inns trr bl 2 j_{[-q_';j_[-!,l]ﬂkiﬂ!f I;“-“-"j'-'::"]“-- 1
leak at the scale of the howse aml surrownding elements for contex
tor tletermine the pergola’s hetght and width. A pergola for a hig
twostary house among marure trees should be larger than g pergola
for a single-story cottage surrounded by open gardens. The seale
also should eelate to our hawman proportions. For an entry pergola, [
sive the opening slightly bigger than the front door of the house, bt
I e the same Proporiians.,

Proportinns thar relate to elements on the howse or in the neigh.
borhood help i connect the structure to its context, bt pleasing
proporions that feel sight for the structuee also are importane. 1
often look to two rraditional proportioning rools: the polden section
amd Japanese atamit-mar dimensions. Both of thess ancient ratios
create rectangles with an agreeable relationship berween height and
width, Traditional Iapanese mats use & ratio of L-o-2 where the
lnng side of the recrangle i twice the short side, The golden secrion
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i5 1-10- 162 {For mare on the golden section,
sew FEHE D168, p 128

A pergola’s parts must work together

The telm band he\.'l:m fes
- oAt the redis s
the pergala te the house,

fderal-pipe reliswark for the
upsgeermost laper ang chain

supports for fhe windoe trelllsas
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The muost connmean shorteoming [ see in per-
& E A Taree adds

rolas is a suff, boring design. The cantileves privacy. —l 4

of the orellis members bevand the supparming I
ressts nften appears too shor, and the design ='-
looks vrmid, Extesul the trelhs members; give \” T
them life. [ve fownd that o 3ot ratio works |
well. For instance, if the posts are 6 tn. wide, H
cxtend the crellis members 13 in. bevond the
pests fedrawing p, 1183,

The size ancd spacing of posts and trellis members alseonloence
the appearance sl a prergedn. A pergol buit wirh skinny poses and
husky beams appears top heavy. Balanee the height of the stracture
visually with the size of the posts and the size of the trellis.

A gonl pergola design can become an exceptional one by using
I'|'|_':.'[|'u:|:| and repetiticn i the lyvout. Recurring patterns and their
resultant rhvthims make wp a pergola’s rrelliswork and give it char-
acter, [ ery o avoid being oo rigid with repetition and symmetry,
aned strive for thoughtful variagon in my patterns. For instance, the
pergola oo p L8 Ras trellisweork of both sguoares and rectangles, and
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Create an outdoor room

& pargol attached o 8 house can seften a big featureless wall
and tie the house to the site. Additioral trellises over windows
enhance the connection. For a Fcrgnla with a trallis LAy

up to & 1 high, the visual haft of 4xd posts genarall:,- wiarks
wall. Abava 8 i, high, use Gx6 posts or double up dads, Post
spacing shauld be betwaen 4 ftoand 5 fe for duds and between
& Fr. and B fr. for dxbs.




drawingboard

CONTINWED

Varied fencc.siat hoeights

Fufs support
and widths add richnass, *

biearms

- 2ud parling
i’

e e

Frame a view I
Samatimes the design of the pergala is shaped by unattractive
alaments of the site. On e small, tight lst, neighbaring houses can be
a distraction, drawing attention away from a scenic view. By framing
the view with the pergala’s posts and screening the garage next door
with & fenca, you shift the foous to the harzan.

the fence on this page has varying slat sizes. T like 1o create visal
interest with accents and nse simple decoravive elements t carch the
eye, engraee the magnation, and create the appearance of movement.

Include plants and personalize the design

Pergolas and plants go wogether. A backyaed pergola deaped with
vines softens and de-emphasizes a big, ordinary wall by break-

g dlewen the soale and casing the transiton berween the baile and
satueal worlds, Tn wddition to helping o connect 2 hovse s sie,
i pergol can baafer wiews ol the netghhor’s garage or swing see IF
vines will srow on the strsenire, make sure the oine rv eien earey the
weight, I've seen wisteria pull apart many unsubstantial pergolas.
Including Features such as birdhouses and hummingbird feeders
eneourages this conmection wath nature,

A pergola is an opportuniy 1w have some fun. Personaline the
design by incorporating a strect number o family name. You also
can ereate subtle reference to an actvity vou enjoy. 1 often incorpo-
rate references o nature i the strocoure with shapes and cutours,
For my design projects, T thank of the pergols as the wing on the cake,

Russall Hamlet iz an architect on Bainbridge lsland, Wash, For
maorg craative examples of garden structures, wait ns Web sie,
wwawstudichamlet.cam, Drawings by the authar
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